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possible, the reasons that may have prompted Marcian to establish
such a diverse result. Those reasons are easier to understand if his true
selective criteria are rigorously interpreted, in accordance with the keys
of the era in which he lived.
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Abstract: The activity of geographers-scientists is based on an astro-
nomical conception of the celestial sphere which, in turn, is closely cor-
related to the terrestrial sphere: the Arctic circle is identified by the
scientists —probably by Pytheas— in its absolute value and not in re-
lation to a precise point on earth. The concepts by Eratosthenes, Hip-
parchus and Ptolemy are all linked to said definition. However, as we
can see from Geminus, world maps continued to preserve traces of the
most ancient concept of the Arctic circle related to Rhodes. This was
due not to any opposition to scientific discoveries —which the geogra-
phers accepted— but primarily to be able to read the map of the world
in a Mediterranean perspective, one that was traditional and easy for
readers who were not scientists.
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theatre of the Roman expansion.
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Virgilio CosTa

Abstract: The paper deals with the historical Greek epitomes from the
4th century BC to the end of the ancient world. The decline of this lit-
erary typology in the Greek world, after the end of the Roman Repub-
lic, is traced back to a number of concomitant factors: the lower artistic
quality, in the eyes of the scholars of imperial age, of the contemporary
historical writings compared to those of the past; the shift towards the
West of the political and cultural structures caused by the growth of
Rome; the progressive impoverishment of the historiographical sum-
maries, which forced the scholars of the Late Empire to abandon the
form of the epitome to pour what remained of the ancient historical
knowledge into encyclopedic lexicons and chronographic repertoires.
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Abstract: The paper addresses the question of literary genres that with
their different strategies contribute to the formation of Xenophon's
Anabasis and in particular the geographical and ethnographic sections.
If the theme of travel brings with it a Homeric, and in particular Odys-
sean, memory, this memory is overlapped by the Herodotean model in
the description of the customs of non-Greek peoples. Herodotus and
Xenophon have different aims and interests and the paradigms they
propose are different. The geographical and ethnographic sections can
be investigated as examples of descriptions, which should not be con-
sidered as digressions, but interact with the narrative with their own
strategy and literary code.
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Abstract: The Roman conquest of Iberia marks a turning point in
the geography of the Iberian Peninsula. Historical and geographical
sources turn away from a “colonial Geography” in favour of a rhetoric
about conquest and Romanization; in the later narrative, Rome will
be the active agent in the design of new geo-political spaces and the
ethno-geographical realities.
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Abstract: No doubt the study of Strabo's Historika Hypomnémata is a
complex task due to the scarcity of fragments transmitted to us. Even
his Geography gives us only three short references. However, regard-
less of the autonomous literary creation in both works, a“unitary” idea
can be postulated with regard to intellectual conception. In short, the
works of Strabo have to be put in relation to the victory of Octavius in
Actium (31 BCE) and his subsequent accession to the imperial throne.
Thus, our author is integrated into the group of writers to describe
the greatness of the new Mediterranean empire, especially from the
Geography. This intellectual and literary impulse coincides with Stra-
bo’s stay in Rome around 20 BCE.
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